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(57) Abstract: An acoustic feature 
parameter analyzing unit provided in the 
front stage of a similarity computing unit 
analyzes an acoustic signal to be retrieved 
to obtain an acoustic feature parameter. 
A retriever acoustic signal reading unit 
reads the acoustic signal of a retriever 
from a retriever storing area in a retriever 
memory for analysis by a retriever 
acoustic feature parameter analyzing 
unit to obtain a retriever acoustic feature 
parameter. The similarity computing 
unit compares the acoustic feature 
parameter obtained by the acoustic 
feature parameter analyzing unit with the 
retriever acoustic feature parameter from 
the retriever acoustic feature parameter 
analyzing unit to compute the similarity 
between the two and retrieves a portion 
similar to an acoustic signal from a sound 
source of the retriever from an acoustic 
signal to be retrieved. 
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